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_,jnearB , deoided ),ut hur 1 
- ") C ... lI a :,'t:ll.1Lthl 81" ' 1 tt, the Un10n 
aouse • \:hen Inat Been bllv" he 

'" nnd hie neighbor Eli Buz~ard 
,",pere 1n charge 01' :Jome pOl"eone c10.1"',l". 

•.• ~ to be Confe ~orvtes 

SCOlltS . A fsw days afterwords th 
ap e tl"O 011.-111(106 ... ·e1"o found 

dead nea r tho roadalde. From the 
ettltude in ~hlch his body 

was fOWld it is believed he diad 
1n the eet of prayer. heed!n 

the text re~erred to above . 

J ames VianleeB \'.'88 e zeal ous loc~l preacher, ana 

rarely ever spent 8 Ai lellt Dl::lbba th. He se ems to he ... · e hod 

great admiration f or John the Baptist 88 8 model beckvlO ode 

preacher. It ..... as evidentl y his bolief that it V'BS his duty to 

11ft up e ,,"oi ce in the .t'ocahonta6 \" 11derns86 against tbe .sn -

1ties of the time s . His spirit , lQul d be deeply s tirred by the 

advent of a ne,":' fashion , and he \'1oul.i lO 'Jk up J.1athew :xi. B for 

his tex t; "But "'hat went ye out for to Bee? A men clothed 1n 

sof t raiment ? Beh old t hey t hat wear soft clothing are in tln 

gs houses ". Whi l e comneuting all t he wearing of Boft raiment 

he \ioul d ass i gn to t h e f ash ions and the v i cee their portion 

i n due season , a s be t hought it Vias need~d . "nay just conatd 

e r v!hat I say , my brethern and hear ers , hoT.' roul d Jor.n tbe 

Baptis t have lo:>ke d in a si'allo'''' tai led coa t, pointed toed 

shoes, pipe , whi skey bottle Bnd Et :>'\"e- plpe ha t." The devout 

peopl e f elt it would have b een out of the question fo r John 

to have been f ond of s uch things, and t!iany of the ~H)-.u..g peo -

pIe from t he ir talk evidently though t that to be in the fSE 

hion \'IIlS t o ma ke a long s tep ill t he dO\',llv'ard path . I,hila i t 

is ha rd t o euppre s 1 , ur smiles , still it mus t be acknovle ifed 

t ha t when it was felt to be a Chri s tion duty t o l,e ploin 

economi cal , it s ove d a vaat deal of needless 

· 1 t \' ae no t BO e"pensl Ve to rear a family. 





Jnc.11 1 t6 S . Di l : e y 
r'oc6hollt68 ... ounty 
"'enullry 24 1~"1 
~hEPter 6 k61 1 ~iOn 

JJOUllT P L e':ASA1/ 'l' l.L!::""HOuIST CHU~H .. H-- - InuUll DRAFT 

An old Sunday School record in this church shoVis that 

t he first Sunday Bchool in this COlDlJlun i ty Was Organized in 

1840. It is bel1el'ed by older people that it ".'SS organizod 

bj' the Rav , JliInes E. Lioore snd the !iey . J ohn Vo'augh; both 

r eSidents of this communIty . (Re Y. Wsugh had mO"ed to the 

lndian Drsft from Mt . Zion SOme time jUst before the l'lvil Wad 

These first s ervices were he ld in an old log school house 

nesr the present churoh. In 1868 another l og school house wss 

built just across the rosd , snd froe that t ime unti l 1893 

th i s log building was ueed S 8 0 comouni ty canter. I t was bough t 

by Andy Tay l or and late r by BOla r McKenne y, snd is s t this 

time the reeidence of J.!.cKill nney. Re v . Waugh a nd Re v . 1io:>re rere 

the Supts. and c1ss s le ade r s until t heir death. Afte r thei r 

desth, or f r om ar ound 1880 until 1900 l,; l ark Us nn, LeVi Waugh , 

tiamuel naugh and later .fohn ha ugh, Jr. we r e the lenders . 

:L'he new school hOuse built in 18 93 was Us e d fo r church 

service s unt il in 1922 'I'!hen it wa s COD1'erted into a church . 

At that tl~e the Hoard of ~ducation f ound i t n e cessary 

to bUild 8 t wo room s c h o ol , so the Hev. G. S. We iford e deeded~j 
~ them a 

lot upon which to bUild the new school .~n ~xCh6nge . L 

~~~4 k"-'<"t r. I."" t· .. rl. ~1A,; sch o:>l hou se, paying t hem ~ 300 .~if!crence . Then ., Cl-', 

for the old 

on Hov. 21, 1922 . G. S . Weiford and Rebecca We Lfor d , hie Wi f e, 

de e ded to A. l l. 13arlow _ John D. Gay , J. O. Coger, \ .. H. ~heRrer , 
and I.:i . ~ . \leiford . truBte e s , thie school hOuse propert:,' of 

62~ s q . ft. to Use 88 a place ot D1 vine r orshl p for the uee 

Jf the minist r y Bn d oec bereh1 p of 

.:4 J , .. 
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u . ~ . l!hu r ch, oloutb, the t the ./.I. . E. Churoh , otoressld. shall. 

at a l l times have the s eniority right of using and controlling 

the some. 

Nev. G .. S. Weiford also lived in this community and 

WDe f or ma n y years Supt . ond Class Leeder. atter him ~as 

A. lIeol Barlow r:ho held this poei tion until his death in 1.9Z6. 

In the church ie an old Bible presented to the church 

in 1873 by Henry Barlow , Mary Poage, A. J. Smith . John C. Price • 

.r.:noob Moore, Montgomery G. Uathew8, John Gay. Esq., Geor ge P. 

J.1 oore and James E. Moore. 

In 188 6 some one had mode 8 complete reoord of the names 

of all persons \":ho had been members of this Sunday scho ol 

from 184 0 to 1886. It \'188 88 follows; Thomas Auldridge. Sarah 

Auldridge, Elizabeth Auldrldge, ~ry Auldrldge, James Auldridge, 

Henry Auldridge, Moffett Auldridge, George A. C. Auldridge • 

Julia Auldrldge t t-l l1lIam Auldrldge. ltallnda Auldrldge. 1.laggle 

Auldrldge, Ida Auldridge, Laura Arbaugh, John Arbaugh, SUBan 

Arbaugh, Davis W. S. Alderman. James Bridger. Andrew Bridger, 

Jane Bri dger , Hannah Bridger. Susan BrIdger. Joseph bridger • 

Maggie nridger . Amos Barlow. P. A. Barlow, Dolly BarlOW, 

Dora Bar I 0''''' , James .l!: . Courtney , Ann Courtney, Andrew Courtney. 

Thomas Courtney. ueorge ~ourtney. Jane Courtney, Julia Courtney, 

Hannah Courtney . llargaret Dunoan . ~ar'llne Duffield . ti . ~ . 

Duffield. John Friel, Jane Friel, JOB. P. Friel , \j . T. Friel. 

J.1Ary Friel • .J.:a.rgaret .1!'riel, Daniel ,Ir lsl, A. H. Friel, 

Montgomery L"riel, Barbara .l'rlel, !.lartha friel. Ann Friel, 

.i..!.adora ,!I'rie l, George Friel, rrancsa Dilley , Levi ESTerage , 

\,I1U6'" Deverage . I"'ggie lSeverage. lIann8h G8l'. S8rah ""Y. 
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i:itunuel Gay . 11l11 1am !lny , J h o n uny , Soll i e Gay . Mary Gay, 

.Lt",1 Gay . J.1. B . Griff i n , \!111iorn lir 1ff1n • Virginin Ramilton. 

SUBaD Hamilton . Alte H 1 1 e am ton . llar y lianl1 ton. Sallie l:iarper, 

~11118m Irvi ne, Samue l b U • ooro. L:he eley ~. tioors. JiB:r garet 

JJoore . Jame s l!: . Monre, ,,~ J U , . 'J -orgnre t nne 00r e . Levi ~oore. Henry 

Moore , \li ll iBln l1oor e, Mar t ha JJcHe e l, Uary UcUe el. llano), L1clleel, 

John McNee l, ~UCNee l. t;lark. JAann, Pheob e Mann, lda t tl e 

hiann , Wa l t er Mann, Or val Unnn, .lJagg ie Uann. Sus ie ll.enn. Llack. 

Uann, B1l11e Mann, Hammond lJann, Mae Mann, Daisy Llann, 

Wo ods Poage, Julia Poage, Moffett .Poage, '1111iam Poage, J emoB 

R. Poage. Henry Poage, Haukin ~oage. ~11z8beth Poage, Uary 

Poage, Sarah Poage, Amanda t oa ge, Rebecca Posge, David Smith. 

Vi illiam Sm1 th, Jonathan Sm1 tho Taey 8mi th, liarge:ret Knepp, 

Robert Knapp, l bones Kellison, ~tta Kellison. uary Smith, 

Hobert ~mith. Martin Smith, Alaa Smith, John Smith, James 

Smith, Sarah Smith, Polly Smith, Margaret Smith, Rachel Smith, 

Isaa c Smi tb. MatheW ::)mi th, Hachel :3m1 th, ~lizabeth :::'mi tb , 

Ca roline Sm1 th, L1ary Tov/ yman, and 14 . G. L1athe 'l"l' B. 

11116 record not only gave the nBoes but told who they 

were t he s on, da u ghter or Wife at. '.I.'here wes a180 a list of 

ell of those ,",'ho had died. Minutes of each Eession of S . S . 

ha d be e n kept telling who read the scripture and T/hat pes s f:. ge , 

what h ymns had been sung Rnd who had played the musio, who 

bad lead in prBye~ . teo. As organists appeared the na~es of 

Lula ·,Iaugh and Aggie Gay. 



~'ho reoord did n t 
o g ive the date at ~o~ 1 

s chool nor the date n ng the Sunde,. 
of death. but I know that BOrne of the 

numeS were there before 

\;1111= Poage were both 
the Civi l fiar, for l.ioftett and 

killed during the ,/sr, and .trances 

Dilley who 1s listed as being the wife of 
Moffett Poage , died 

soon after the War. And J 
ames bridger left Pocahontas and 

went wes t just before the war. 

1'be Bridgers, Knappe, and Friels lived on Greenbr ier 

~iver. the Posges at ~oage Lane, and Bome of the others in 

adjoinlne- communi ties, ?'hieh shows ho,", far people journeY8d 

to attend church. 

1.'hls is one of the oldest ~unday Bchools in the county. 

i'hey have always had campi tent. christian leade rship. ? .. bich 

is pra~ably one reason for ita suc cess. 

At t he present there ie an enrollment of 45 in the S. ~ . 

~.<? 
with ~~ Landie as the Supt, and ~, P. Baxter as the Assistant, 

1'he teachers are Mrs. U'. P. :Baxter, ',L'rudle l.1cKenney. Lena 

McKenney, Iva Landis. Other workers are SUBie McKenney, James 

Dink1e, "ipton )Jilley, lIaoma llcXenney and llenevleve Llo~lnney. 

The present trustees are ~, ? LandiS, J. u. Cogar and 

.Lawrence M.cKemley. 

They have prayer meeting every ~riday night and 

community song servioe every first Sunday and on fifth Sundays. 

In 1940 they met all of their financial ob1iS-tiona. and nev. 

h. H. Skaggs, the present ~tor. to14 me tbat it w .. one of 

ths best appOintments on the ~ 01.081'. 


